
When I think about Sophia   
Academy, the word voice rever-
berates. In the maelstrom of 
adolescence, girls transform 
physically, intellectually, socially, 
and emotionally. Our intention is 
to support their growth so they 
enter high school equipped with 
competence, a sense of mastery, 
and belief in themselves—and 
with a voice that is strong, pas-
sionate, and credible.  

In my seven months at Sophia, 
conversations with alumnae have 
confirmed that our graduates 
are positive activists, role mod-
els, leaders. In January, Junia  
Janvier, Sophia class of 2015, 
came to school to give a natural 
hair workshop with one of her 
Wheeler School teachers, tracing 
changing definitions of beauty 
through the trajectory of eco-
nomic, racial, and social history, 
popular culture, and advertising. 
She shared practical tips for girls 
to care for their hair and deliv-
ered a strong message, encour-
aging them to embrace their 
beauty. I was moved by Junia’s 
confident command of her mes-
sage, her creativity, and obvious 
love for her Sophia sisters. A few 
weeks later, we met. What fol-
lows is an edited version of our 
conversation.   

MF: As a senior reflecting on 
middle school and looking ahead 
to college, how would you say 
Sophia prepared you? 

JJ: I think that Sophia does a 
really good job of allowing stu-
dents to be their truest selves, 
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unapologetically. Sophia gave 
me my purpose by letting us 
form our own opinions and act 
on them. I remember going to 
rallies and conferences, and 
even having a forum with Provi-
dence police at the height of 
police brutality. This education 
allowed me to focus on what I 
find important for the commu-
nity. And Sophia taught me to 
seize whatever is given to me 
in life. Even the creed asks for 
us to “hug every opportunity.” 
Because of this, I know that I 
can do whatever is offered at 
Wheeler. As a low-income stu-
dent, I have gone on interna-
tional trips, something I never 
thought possible. Also, I have 
participated in competition-
based clubs and I lead in stu-
dent government.  

MF: What did you love most at 
Sophia?  

JJ: I loved eighth grade semi-
nar! The discussion structure 
also provided a political educa-
tion. I learned so many power-
ful concepts and tools for pro-
tests, such as Civil Disobedi-
ence and Kingian Nonviolence. 
Seminar shaped a history of 
social justice; it has empow-
ered and still motivates me 
to be the change I want in 
my community.  

MF: What does social justice 
mean to you? 

JJ: I instantly think of the 
“personal being political,” 
this concept that politics is 
my experience and the im-
pact it can have on me, but 
at a larger scale. So for me, 
social justice is the act of 
working for the change that 
you wish for, while also in-
corporating inclusiveness 
and understanding, be-
cause, at a personal level, it 
can affect everyone. 

MF: You are someone who 
channels her social and po-
litical conscience, intellect, 
and values into action. What 
do you hope for Sophia stu-
dents as they move to high 
school? 

JJ: The transition into high school 
definitely has its challenges. Par-
ticularly, some Sophia graduates 
seek private or parochial institu-
tions, where the change in envi-
ronment presents itself as a 
shock. In my personal journey 
through high school, I was cultur-
ally taken aback. Transitioning 
from diverse institutions to a pre-
dominantly white coed school, I 
felt a slight dip in my self-esteem. 
Therefore, I want the girls to 
know that even if they are in a 
new situation, they do have a 
light and with that light comes 
potential, and their opinions and 
experiences are just as valid as 
anyone else’s.  

MF: What are your future plans? 

JJ: I plan to major in computer sci-
ence and ethnic studies. I hope 
that both passions can be com-
bined into something that bene-
fits women of color. When looking 
at career options after graduat-
ing, I think about independence 
and innovation. I appreciate a 
work environment that is always 
bustling with new activities. I 
hope to reach a point where I am 
able to pursue my ventures, espe-
cially becoming self-employed. 

JOIN US as we celebrate  

Suzanne Magaziner! 

Junia’s Voice—An Alumna Shares Her Perspective and Her Wisdom 
Maura Farrell. Head of School 
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Beyond The Classroom 

A special thank you to all who supported Sophia Academy 

with a year-end gift. Because of your generosity we are 

entering the second half of the school year with the re-

sources that allow us to provide the best education for 

our students.  

There are many worthy causes in Rhode Island. We thank 

you for making Sophia Academy’s students a priority in 

your philanthropy!   

There are many ways that you can still support Sophia 

Academy before June 30, 2019: 

♦ Give online - sophia-academy.org/index.php/

donate-to-sophia/ 

♦ Call Vernell Clouden at 401-784-0021 

♦ Mail a check payable to Sophia Academy 

♦ Make a gift of securities 

♦ Monthly recurring gift. Make your gift online 

and select "recurring gift." 

♦ Give through a Donor Advised Fund 

♦ Bequests, trusts, and planned gifts 

Sophia Academy reaches be-

yond the classroom to provide 

a wholistic program that is in-

tellectually engaging.  

 

Last fall our students explored 

history, science, culture, and 

careers  with trips and experi-

ences at: 

• Dassault Systemes 

• Mount Manadnock 

• University of Rhode Island 

Center for Non-Violence and 

Peace Studies 

• Roger Williams Park Zoo 

• The Haffenreffer  Museum 

• The Knight Memorial Library 

•  The RISD Museum 

•  The RI State House 

• The Sarah Doyle Women’s 

Center at Brown University 

• The Wild Place 

• Mashapaug Pond 

•  Trinity Repertory Theatre 

Company 

 

Upcoming experiences: 

• FirstWorks 

• Edesia 

• Civil Rights trip to Alabama 

Seventh grade spent a day at Das-

sault Systems, in a workshop that 

introduced them to virtual and 

augmented reality applications. 

Left: Sixth grade participated in a 

mock legislative session at the 

Rhode Island State House. 

During regular visits to the li-

brary, students choose books to 

read for pleasure as part of our 

language arts and shared reading 

programs. 

Eighth grade visited the Sarah 

Doyle Women’s Center at Brown 

University as part of their Lan-

guage Arts curriculum.  

Fifth grade visits the Zoo at 

Roger Williams Park regularly. 

Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!    


